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Ilear B*h:

Re: CACI Legislative Pniorities * 2*2* Sessicn

Tha*k,"-.r:u again lor alte*<Jing our August ?. 2019 C;\C rneetir"le and fbr inviti*g CAC I* suhmit
$ur recfiromendations regardirrg DhiR's legislative prieirities leir the 2*211 Legislative Sessi*n.
Iluring our August 7,7t119 meeting" CAC v*ted t* adapt the follor.ting reccmmeudations ta the
Dl'lR Cr:rnmissioner as Legislative Pri*rities fbr tire 202t) Legislatil,e Session:

A. Non-toxic {ishing tsckle and non-torie ammunition. The science is irretutable thx
lead tackie anrl iead amrnunitio* are hazardous to human health and the enyir.rnrnent.
l'.ion-toxic alternatives are availatrle and cost-effectir.e. Therefirre. CAC recontmends the
&rllowing legisiation:

1. I,ion-texie fishing tackle. "El{'eetive on 2021 f*pening da3'*f
Mirures*ta watrleye fishiag seasonj, ro fisix, or otherwild animal, shall lm taken in
Mi:ruresrta c*ryaters by any methcd whilc possessing or using lead or sther tsxic
frshing taekle"*

J" l{nn-toxic arnmunition. "A person rnay nr:t take lriid animatrs, lvit}rin t}re
Staie of h{innes*ta. while passessing or using ammuniti*n containing }ead or
r:ther toxic materials""'

tr}. Repcal'uditch **d right-of-*'a.v" exer*ption ta Minnesota endangered species
la*," l\,{inn. Stat. 84.[i895, Subri. 2{a'}t1} ex*n'rpts plants &'om protecliein uniler
the h,{innes*{a endangered species law that are located {)fi "... a diteh or on an
existing publi* road right-of-way as defined in section 84.95. suLrdivision 5a" except
for gr*un<i not prer,iously disturbed tr3'' constructicn or maintenallce ..." T'his
language should tr* repeakil f*r the f*iloraing reasons:

] " An u*.kror,r,n number af listed plants exist w'itliin public nrad right-of-wa3's;
2. R*ad auth*rities have asserted that virtuall,v ail right-of,rva.vs have [:een
"'previnusly ilisturbed by constrnctir:n or maintenance" and. theref<lre" this
exeeption tqr the eremptir:n is onlS'theoretical:

i. There is rt* rational hasis tCI grant road authorities an eremption t* the
requiren:ents tlf the Mimresota endangered species lalv:



-1" Ttrrere is n,: evidence in the recqrrd that road authorities are less ahie tqr

corelpl3, u'ith the larn,tiran atr.-r. *ther persofi *r entity; ar:d

5. lt is nnl.v fair and equitable ttrat road conslruction and nlaintena*ce h-v road

autharities shtuld be subjeet to the same requirements as all)r other actil'itJ' under

the l\,{innesota endangered species lar,l'"

C" Rep**t the *iglr*rarcc'exemption to Mi*ner*ta endamger*d species la*" &{fu:a"

Staf" 84.S895, $ubd" 2(d), exexrpts from protectioa uader tlre lv{ir*resota eadangered

species law:

"The aceidesta"l taking of aa end*xgercd planl, r*hers the exist*nse of tfue

plant is $$t ksrowrt at the time of &e taking . " ""

This sts*rte r:njustifiably rewards igncrance and creates no incentive to i*vestigate the

c*flssq$sno€s cf a. pr*p*sed action. Ir*nically, the s.ta.tute crealrs n* exemp.tior: for
-t*reatene#' specif;s, which ar*, by definiti*n, in less inrmediate daager af extiacti*n" ns

rn*si legal situatiryx, ignoralice is not a deftnse t* a irarrmfutr activify- Citizens sh*uld be

respcnsib{e f*r their actions. Therefare, the a.bcve laaguage shouid be repealed.

p" flpdate turtle harre*t Ia*s. Based on the hest avaiiable science. cammercial tudie
han'es{ is unsustainable and larls need to be modemized to better ccnsen'e furtle
p*pulatic-rns" Thereftrre. CAC rect-:mnr en ds the t-*llcrving legis l ati on ;

1. Repeal iegislation allcr,ving the con:n:erciai harvest alt*rties in Minnss*ta:

2" Repeal tfue exernption fhat allows the use *f ccmraereiat equipmeal {i.e", traps}

for recreati*nal harvest cf fxrtle;

3. Require tl:e possessicn of both an angling license aud a recreati*nal turtle
harrrest license to harvest turtles ftrr: recreati*natr use; and

4. SpeciS ssa**ns, sizes, and po*session limits for Baintrd, snapping, axd spiry
sofufuell turtles harvested fibr recreational use.

Please ftel frse ts rontact $re a&y tixne if you havs questiofis or cffinmefits" As we nrentiaoed t*
you during cur rneeting, CAC locks f,crward to your reply and learning, as srrrrtt as grssibtr*, ttrre

BNE's fi*al decisi*u on the 2$20 Legislative Pricrities.

CAC l*c,ks f*rward {c your suggesti*ns regardrng the best ways to fito}€ f,srcffird to pra,tect and
enhairce hifir:nes*ta'* preeiaus nafural reso$rces" Tlrank you-

Mihe Spry" Chair

Cc: Stevc
Jan \Yclfi'
hrioil_v R*ske
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